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The Passover Observed : "Lord, Do Not Pass Me By!"
2 Chronicles 30: 13-23

According to biblical records, it had been over 300 years since Israel
had observed the Feast of Unleavened Bread(Passouer). The last time was
when Samuel served the nation as the last of its judges and the first of its
prophets. So Hezekiah became the first king to re-inffoduce this feast.

For centuries, God's people had indulged themselves in all kinds of
licentious and sordid behavior. The prophet Ezekiel was quite graphic in
describing Israel' s aben alrtt behavior, which included lewd, pornographic
drawings scrolled on the walls of the temple in Jerusalem.

Yes, God's Name had been defamed like modem-day graffitit As a
consequence, there were no good kings who reigned in the Northern Kingdom,
and only eight kings in the Southern Kingdom who "did what was good and right
in the eyes of God." They were: Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Amaziah,Uzziah,
Jotham, Hezekiah, and Josiah.

Put simply, God's people, from top to bottom, were ill-prepared, ill-
suited, and ceremonially unclean to partake of this Passover. Yet, God looked
beyond the sins of His people by showing them kindness, mercy and long-
suffering patience.

It was until 62t8.C., during the reign of Josiah, upon discovering the
ancient Mosaic scrolls hidden away on the dusty shelves of ancient archives,
that he once againimplemented the Levitical laws, practices and teachings.

So what can we learn from this passage? Well, as with any spiritual
revival, it must begin when people earnestly seek repentance of their sins. But
this must always be precipitatedby the moving of the Holy Spirit.

Notice the progression. The first thing we glean from this passage is
this: THE PEOPLE WERE ASHAMED (repeat).

Our passage says, ((The priests and the Levites were ashamed, and
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sanctified themsebes, and brought the burnt offerings to the house of the Lord...For
there were fitarry in the assembly who had not sanctified themselves. " Our text
goes on to say, ilfor o multitude of the Tteople, manyfrom Ephraim, Manasseh,

ksachar, and Zebulun, had not cleanse themselves, yet they ate the Passwer
controry to what was tvrilten,"

In his book, And the Angels Were Silent, Max Lucado wrote: "God always
hears those who seek Him." I And this is a case in point. Hezekiah, stirred a
religious revival in the land. He called upon the people to abandon their false
gods by returning to the One, true God. So Hezekiah sent out an invitation to
allthe twelve tribes welcoming them to come to Jerusalem to celebrate the
Passover.

However, there were two problems: One, ithadbeen so long since the
people had observed this feast that no one was ceremonially clean. Even the
priests had worshiped false idols andhad failed to observe the necessary rituals
for purification. Then, too, God had instructed Moses to celebrate the
Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month (March/April). However, by
the time the people had assembled, it was already the second month of the
Jewish calendar yer. So the Passover was observed a month later andby
impure participants.

But to admit one's shamefulness is a good place to start! Such an
emotional appeal must necessarily be emitted from within one's heart.
However, to ensure that a religious revival is genuinely underway, the next
step requires that actionsbe taken!

And this was clearly demonstrated when: TIIE PEOPLE DISCARDED
THEIR IDOLS (repeat).

Our passage tells us that KThey arose and took aflay the altarc thot were in
Ierasalem, and they took away all the incense altarc and cast them into the brook
Kidron,"

Now this may seem like a small thing to us, until we consider the fact
that these Israelites had been dabbling :rapagarL superstitions and idol worship
for generations!

The Valley of Kidron, and the brook which runs through it, is located
east of Jerusalem between the temple andthe Mount of Olives. One

1 Max Lucado, And the Angels Were Silent (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1987) pg. 59+.



3

commentator wrote, "These altars had been erected to idols by the wicked king
Ahaz. But Hezekiah, Ahaz's son, was not like his father. He cleansed the city
of its pagarLidols and altars; something his predecessors had farledto do." 2

Paganworship first became apparefit during the time of Joshua once the

twelve tribes had settled in their apportioned territories. However, it did not
become widespread until Solomon's reign. He acquired for himself 700 wives
and 300 concubines, of which many were of foreign descent. So they brought
with them their own pagafirituals and customs. These heathen and even

occult practices spread like wildfire far beyond the walls of the palace.

Now some might find all this quite amusing until we start to examine
our own human failings. We may not even be aware either as to how many,
or how often we entertain ourselves with graven images. For example, some
rdohzeHollywood celebrities, sports icons, and the like. Others may prefer to
dabble with objects. For we, too, have our share of Ashtaroth poles! For
hours on end we can become mesmerizedby that idiot box called a television,
or by our computers, cell phones, et.al.

An entire generation of millennials spend more time fiddling with
gadgets rather than communicating with people! So, don't tell me that
Americans are not religious. Why, we're so religious; we'll worship almost
anything, or anyone at the drop of a hat!

With respect to worshiping graven images, Lucado remarked: "It isn't
normal to love people who love stone idols more than they love you, but God
did when He refused to give up on Israel." 3

But there remains one final step necessary to insure a lasting spiritual
revival. This occurred when: THE PEOPLE SOUGHT GOD'S
FORGIVENESS (repeat).

In this instance, Hezetiahserved as a ffue intercessor when he prayed on
behalf of all of God's people. He said, "Moy the good Lord provide atonement

for everyone who preqtares his heart to seek God, the Lord God of hisfothers, though

he is not cleansed according to the parification of the sanctuory."

So, are you beginning to understand their predicament? After all, what
are we to expect from God when our motives might be pure, but our methods

2 Dr. John MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible (Nashville: Word Bibles, 1997) pg. 629.
3 Max Lucado, And the Ansels Were Silent pg. 132.
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arefratght with impurity? I'm reminded of what God once said to his servant
Samuel: uFor God sees not as firafl seesrfor man looks at the oatward appearaflce,

bat the Lord.looks at the heartD [1 Samuel 16:71.

Our text tells us that: (And the LORD listened to Hezekiah and heoled the

people," Notice the word "healed". Hezekiah was asking God to forgive the
sins of His people. So, what does this have to do with healing! The answer is

simple. When God forgives; He heals! God cures our sin's fatal attractron and
affliction!

And Lucado reminds us of this. "The rrght heart with the wrong ritual is

better than the wrong heart with the right dtual." He goes on to explain,
"Ideally, we approach God with the right motive and the rlght method...But
many times it isn't. . .our words falter.. .and our music suffers. Often times our
worship is less than what it should be." 4

Yes, God is all too aware of our imperfections. So how is itpossible for
someone...anyone, to earnestly seek the presence of the most perfect, the most
holy, the most glorious God?

Jonathan Edwards, the 18ft century preacher who fanned the flames of
the "First Great Awakening" here in America, addressed this dilemma by saying:

"You conffibute nothing to your salvation except the sin that made it
necessary."

Yes, all we cantake to God are our sins! Christ Jesus atoned for our sins

by offering to God His sin/ess life. Make no mistake. Christ went to Calvary's
cross of His own volition. No person, no power, forced Him to endure what
He did for us. "So why did Jesus allow His hands to be pierced?" The answer

is simple. "He did so in order to prick our hearts!"

But there's one thing about this particular Passover celebration that
might have escaped our notice. On that first Passover when God's people

were still enslaved in Egypt, God's deathly plagte "passed oyer" the homes of
those whose doorposts were smeared with the blood of lambs. This blood
symbolized God's covering gtace.

However, on this occasion, Passover took on an entirely new meaning.
Instead of commemorating the image ofbeing 'passed over^, God's people were
now pleading for Him "NOT to pass tltem by"t In theological jargon it's the

a Max Lucado, And the Angels Were Silent pg.62.



term preterition.

And God saw fit NOT to pass them by. Indeed, they feasted for seven

days with "great gladne,ss. " They continually praised the Lord with their peace

offerings and making confession of their sins. In fact, they were so exuberant
with joy, andin gratitude towards God, that they extended the Passover for yet
another seven days!

Oh, if only this could be said of us who arehere, todayt. Are we willing
and arewe able, to seek yet another genuine revival in this our land? God is
waiting. So what are we waiting for?

Let us pray...


